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MANUSCRIFTS OF HYDERABAD

M.lnusrllpl) are conssdercd as the st rate source of

They presserve i 1) Ives our cultural
heritage; wlu-lhw it 15 prepaning the history of men or
nation and recording the social and cultuzal history of a
period or wiiting fhi history of fine Arts and literatues,
in every aspect, we have o see the pages o
manuscripts: o the story of manuscripts is also m'r
ineresting one,

The anclont man used Lo wrile on mud o clay-tablets
and then he came to keow how o wiite on bang, slone
antdwood. | .||‘.-r||.a|\yru.~.nnlh,;.|:!rd|mﬂa:. tarmra patra,
tadpatra or palim leaves wereused as mediung of writing.
Fhs ervigginnal wiiting waes like the inscrigtion wath the hislp
ot atilus but Later seed-pens wiere: stabred with lamp.
black and red ink. Paper was sid 16 be ovonted by
China in Znd century AL but it became popuita only
after Bth century A0 Till13th century A3, All Indian
aned st of 1l Arabic” Mss. e reclangular i shape,
Thie ald iumes of the manuseripts ao grants, pustak,
vilumie anel cordox The paper manusoripts-betamis
popular fistly i Arabsa and Iran ad Lt Eurcgean
countries started to manufaciure the paper, Paper was
mported into India in 17th century ALY, but it svas used
commanly paly after 13th century A0 Ting of Msse
with thiead batween fvewoaden bonrds was knowi to
et s will as the use of gum with, preservative
coatings.  Simiarly fibraries- of manuseripts are alia
known from 10th contary AD. The an of Islamic
callgraphy and proparing of manusenpts &M&p@d
fully i T0th contury AL




India became one of the impartant centres of Arabic,
Hindi and Persian Manusenpts from 14th century AL,
Mumber of Manuscripts as- Tarikh-e-Firuzshah, Tajul
Maathir, Prthvira Raso and Persian and Hindi works of
Khusrau were praduced, Nastalig was introduced firstty
before the advent of Mughals. Babar or Biban script was
invented by Indians which was popular from 15th to
Tith century A0, Shikasta became papular during the
late perod of Mughal Fmperor, Akbar. Mughal period
was famous for the use of paper, Nastaliq script,
Wumimation of K55 and Minature panting, Now
Einguage: Hindavi was stated as back as 13th contury
Bt uredus tocsk Birth centunes later

Bhecean was another centre ol leaming froim 14th
century A3 Arabic & Persian languages made firm
ground in-some pearts of South India by the end of 13th
century AL when Bahmani empire was hed in
Dreccan with Gulbarg pital in 134 %
language became the
Arabic was the lierary
coptnbuted much to the worl
Daukitabad, Gulbarga, Bidar and Bijap
important centres of leariing. Mumber
were imated 1o Deccan.  With the fusion of local
languages ke Marathi and Kannada a new linguage
was started known as Deccar dunng 151h contury A o,
The family of celebrated Sufi Syed Mohd, Banda Nawae
of Gulburga and others enriched this languas

NS
Tipts;
tha
sarfied men

Adtes thefall of Bahamana Eripire, thee five local kingdoms
patronised this art Lavishly and one of them was the
Cutabshab dynasty of Colconda and Hyderabad, All
the Gutbshahl kings were preat patrans of fine Art &

lierature. The long stay of Ibratim Quibshah in
Viyanager and hes marmage 1o a Hindu lady was the
first stop owards Jocalization and National Integration
and this idealogy was later boosted by the fifth king of
Galeonda, Sultan Mohd. Qull Qutbshash wha founded
the city of Hyderabad in 1591 A0, Deccant language.
wirs at Galeonda long: hefore him bul he is the first poet
of Deccani who has a Diwan {3 collection of
poems) to his credit.  The Arl of luminating. and
itlustrating them with miniatures saw new heights
during the period of Mohd, Quii Quibshah.

Sultan Quii Quthshah, the builder of world famous
Charminar i luckier thin his predecessors as his own
[iwan i sill available today and shows the retmarkable
progress they made in the fiekd of paper, Ik, ulllillilk!!‘h.
miniature painting and calligraphy; Number of Persian
S5 bear the autographs of Sultans with their offical
seal. We can easily compare Sultan with his
contemporaries like Akbar the great and lbrahim { of
Bajapu. His Prime Minister Mir tamin Astrabadi wis o
plinines, adriristratar, Statesman, Physician, Sufl and
calligragher.

Sultan’s nephesw and the next king, Mohd. CQutbshah,
fallowed the footsteps of his uncle and plenty of
Manuscripts of his period are still available, He was Ilig
secand king 1o order for writing a history; a!sq_) was a4
persian poet and his literature was ﬂ_-e ca.lhg-_apher,_
Hasar, Abdullah Qutbshah's period was meul‘igﬁlefw
callegraphy and som faimous calligraphers bfhu;.‘ip‘e;r_im.‘:
weee Arab Shirazi, Abdullah, Ni el ;
camiled Madigatus salatin for him which is a soca.
cultural history of this period: Due o confusion




cantinucus warlare efe, very lew names cami denw i
we from the last CQuibshali ruler, Abul Hasan Tamashah
Sama seribes of this penod were Ghulim Meahiyuing
yusul and Shaikh-Dabil. The well kinown contraversial
dictionary, Burhan-e-Cate, was lransc ribed in
1092,/1681 in Nastabn at Hyderabad by dne Abdul
farim. The dldist known copy of Sub-Ras was copied in
1073/ 16 pecial Thulth; Miranji Khudanuma and
Shah Raju were the noted Sufis; His Prime Minister was
Madanna,

1 in Hyderabad
of Hyderabad by Sughal
Emperor Alamgir, number of Hindu & Sushm
Caliigraphers flourished in Decean parts larky at
Aurangabad and Hyderabad and produced number of
firally die Qanrudidin Khan Nizamil Mulk

and his first

Tl traddition of ca
that even after 1he congy

lligraphy was so strong

mAnUSCrp

Asaf fah came to Deccan as ruber in 1
capital was Aurangahad. He was a ma
and he patronis
calligraphy, He t now governors 10 tycderabad. The
mist striking feature of this poniod s that Deccant was
declining and Lirde becoming popolar. He was himsell
a poet of Persian & Urdu and a catligrapher, His friends
were men of letters lke Dargah Quli Khan Salar Jung,
Azad Balgaramv and others, Vir Bar was e cour
charonicler and a fine scribe of shikasta whao also
compiled a history for him, Munshi Mansa Ram was his
secretary,

1 of good taste
all fine Arts and Literature including

His son Masir Jung Shahid came to the throne of
Hyderabad e 116471748 but most of his e spent in
war fare. Inspite of it he wore urdu poctry. Samsam
uddulah Shah Nawaz Khar of Maatinul vmara fame wis

rhis trusted friends. Number of Urdu & Persian pocts
waere in Decean during Asaf jah | & Nasiung Shahid's |

rulis Lk Wal, Siraj, Shafig and fitral et some f
were pood calligraphers of Mastaliq, Maskh & Shista;
[Domniation of Mughals was comfirmed in Deccan. They
Wadl their own flag and embleny but did not apenkyrevlt
against Mughals il Asal Jah W's time when Mughals:
were detheoned, Afler the murder of Masijung Shahid,
Muzafar Jung gat the throne for few months and then
Salabat jung ruled for 11 years, Due to the trouble with
English, French & Marathas he shifted the capital from
furhanpur to Bidar but It was Nizam Al Khan Asaf jab
it who brought the capital to Hyderabiad i 1768 A
| aximi Narayan Shafiq compiled history *Maathir-eAsaf
far hirn, His Prime Minister, Arastu Jah, also gave libeeal
patronage to literature. Persian was the court language
but Urdu became more popular, His Commander in
Chiel Mir Alar was a fing scribe and poet. Theee were
nearty 150 Persian & Urdi poets.

Diuring the period of Asaf Jah Il Mir Alam wha wasa
good calligrapher lavishly patronised lierature, 45 wll
a5 Maharaja Chandulal Bahadur. in the Period of Asal
Jah IV education became important. Number of
foreigners and Norh Indians came 1o Hydorabad, Sirajul
Mulk was the importanl Prime mmr.m jah

brother revolted against English domination, Mahatag
Bai, also patranised I and history; | L
was comiled by her orders. With the first war of

pendence of India Afzaluddoula Asaf ah V camet (o
ihe throne qumwmdimwcﬁqﬂ_ak’rmhﬂ-
Khan Sir Salar Jung | was his able Frime M rwho.
patronised Pessian and Urdu llﬂ!ﬂ!naﬂl M&r-,.




Amir Yawarjung was the well known calligrapher of this
period, With the enthraning of Mie Mahbools All Khan
Asaf Jah V1 in 1869 AD. English education got
importance in Hyderabad. Sir Salar Jung | remained the
Privsa Minister, the new king was wiell versed in Persian,
Arabic, Urdu, Erglish, Telugu & Marathi; Mar Laig All
khan Salar Jung It introduced Urdu as the official
language. Mumber of colleges and instilutions weres
doclared open 1o promole edhication. Asafia lheary
tSlate Central Library) got opened. Printing press played
an important ol and Hasan is the fiest Lirdu penadical
A18 AD. Thére was a separate paper for
women; Findus and Muslims Jointly took part in Yy
activities. Number of books were published. May
prominent poets lke Nasin, Dagh Debla and Jalil
Malkpun came to Hyderabad; Abdul Jabbar Malkapuri
was the noted post and historian followed by
Shameullah Qadr, The king himsell was 3 Lirdu poset
and patromsed number of posts and wiiters. He was a
Mastalig & Shikasta soripts. The medim of
instruction from primary bo univessity w e, Sir
Kishan Pershad remained his trustod Minister. Dant
Taba was formed to franstate works from English 1o
Urdu and to coin new phrases & words.  Eminent
professors were imvted for il liberal grants were issued
to men of letlers & institutions, both from Hyderbad
and autside it, His another Prime Minister Salar Jung 1
Mir Yousssl Ali Khan, though was a short term minister
but served languages and literature during his entire life,
There were number of manwscript libraries. Inspite of
ponting -press the king patranised calligraphess alsa:
Mew paper mill was opened. Some of the eminent
poets & schalars of his period were Zia, Shahid,

issued in

rmaster

Khusrah, Kishan Pershad Shad, Sayeed, Zalgham,
Wila, Nazim, Abdullah Tmach, Barg, Hilml Afandi,
Hag, St llah Qadri, Nasiruddin Hashmini D,
Mohiyuddin Qadri Zoor, Prof Kafimubah Husani, Prof
Raziuddin Khalifa Abdul Hakim & Wahiduddin Safimetc.
Ighal & josh were invited several times, other noble of
Hyderabad who patronised literature & calligraphy
during this perod wese Inayat Jung, Hosh Yarjung,
Lutfuddoulah, Imadul Mulk and otbiers. Asaf Jah Vil was
himself 3 writer & poet of Persian & Urdi, His son
pringe Mowszaim Jah Shaji was also a Lirdu poet & patron
of literature and music,

In s exhibition we are presenting a pumber of
rmanuscripts which wese written during the authshahi

pesiod at Hyderbad from 1581 10 1687 ADS Thoy are
followed by manuscripts of Asaf fahi periad written at
Hydesabad & other small towns from 1647 fo 1950,
Telugy, Marathl and Kanath were spoken languages:
from the period of Quibshahi dynasty &t Hyderatid.
Number of Telugy poets were patmaised by these
rulers, similarly these languages were popular dufing
thee pesiod of Asaf Jah V1 Quite a number of Telugy and
Marathi manuscripts were transcribed, Some of the
Telugu and Marathi Manuscripts are also kept to show
the progress of other languages at Hy ferabad, We are
thankful to the Dirsctors of AP, Oriental M55 Bbrary and
Research Institute, Hyderabad, State Archives and the
vice Chancelior & Ubraran of Osmania Wniversity far
lending the under mentioned Teluga & Marathi MSS,
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