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INTRODUCTION

The story of the development of metallic arms and armour in India forms an interesting
study. The prehistoric man in India produced hand-axes, choppers and arrow-heads, made
of stone, to protect himself from the external dangers. The stone was gradually replaced by
metals owmg to their durability and malleable quality. The excavations at Harappa and
Mohen-jo-daro have shown that the “arms and utensils of stone continued 10 be used side by
side with those of copper or bronze”'. The metallic blades of swords and daggers excavated
from the Indus Valley sites are datable to the 3rd millennium B.C.

A number of copper celts, harpoons, hooked spear-heads, antennae swords and daggers
found in hoards have been reported from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, West
Bengal, Orissa and Andhra Pradesh. Heine-Geldern, dating these weapons from approxi-
mately 1200 10 1000 B.C., aunbutes them (o the Aryans and other associated tribes who in-
vaded India®. B.B.lal has however, auributed the autlmrsh:p of thesc ‘copper hoards’ to
the ancestors of aboriginal proto-Australoids of India®. The Aryans, apart from their know-
ledge of copper, were also acquainted with iron before they entered India and there seems
to be no reason why they shnuld not have selected iron instead of pure copper to manufac-
ture their weapons and tools®. It is, therefore, more plausible 1o agree with Lal that the
aforesaid copper hoards belonged to the aboriginal proto-Australoids of India, represented
today by the Mundas and Santhal tribes.

There exists some sumilarity amongst the ‘antennae’ swords found in certamn parts of Iran
and India. As Banerjee puts it, “Antennae swords of a comparable shape have been found
in the Koban region of Upper Iran with a difference in that the hilt and handle are separate
pieces that have been joined subscquvmly, beside being of pldm cross-section as compared
to the ridged one of the Indian specimens and having a hole in addition. These are made of
bronze within India but outside the Ganga plain some have appcearcd also at Kallur in
Andhra Pradesh™.

The three ‘antennae’ swords, found from Kallur, are now exhibited in the State Museum,
Hyderabad®. The largest of the three swords (measuring: hilt 9.5 cm, blade length 85.0 ¢m,
blade width 6.5 ¢m) has an antennae hilt and a leaf-shaped blade tapering to the point. ‘The
blade is straight and double-edged with a mid-rib. The hilt and blade are made of one
single piece. Another sword (measuring: hilt 8.0 an, blade length 65.5 ¢m and hlade width
5.5 ¢mn) bears almost a similar description. But the third and the smallest one (measuring:
hilt 8.0 cm, blade length 57.0 ¢m, and blade width 4.5 cm) differs trom the above two speci-
mens. The blade, although double-edged, is spoon-shaped resembling a modern khanda.
Immediately below the hilt is a small hole which might have been used 10 insert a thread to
hang it with the waist. It has a mid-rib. These swords have been dated back to the Chal-
colithic Age,
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The classification of copper hoards in the Indian sub-continent shows that the ‘antennae’
swords and daggers have been recovered from Fatehgarh and Bithur in Uttar Pradesh, Kal-
lur in Deccan and Mehsana in Gujarat. A dagger with antennae hilt was found from Chan-
doli in Maharashtra. The blades of the above swords are straight and leaf-shaped with hilts
emerging out in “I” shape. It is somewhat surprising to note that the implements of ‘copper
hoard’ did not influence the later iron tools and weapons of the Aryans. The occurrence of
iron with the Painted Grey Ware has been noticed from the sites like Hastinapura, Alamgir-
pur, Kausambi and Ujjain in North India. There the objects made of iron are mainly the
spear-heads, arrow-heads and knives, etc. However, the swords and daggers do not com-
monly figure amongst the so far recovered iron objects of the early Iron Age in India.

1t will be interesting to examine the early Vedic literature to know about the Aryan stock
of arms an armour. There are numerous references in the Rigveda to ast which was a
powerful weapon for sacrificing the bulls into bits’. It must have therefore been a ritualistic
sword to be used in animal sacrifice. Similarly, the term svadhiti denotes to be an iron axe
used for the clearance of forests®. Thus the suadhiti must have been a very strong sword or
axe to produce hard strokes in cutting the trees and amimals. The blades of these swords
were made of iron. Another weapon, pavi was hard like the vajra and sharp like ishura
(razor)”. It was the favourite weapon of Indra and also of the gods Maruts. There are
references in the Rigveda 1o parashu (battle-axe), bana (arrow), dhanusa (bow), and khadga
(straight sword), etc. ‘The literary data thus indicates that the Aryans had a fairly advanced
knowledge of metallurgy.

Although the excavations of the early Aryan sites have yielded only a few specimens of
swords and daggers yet there are a good number of iron weapons which have come out of
the Megalithic sites of South India. The arrow-heads, adages, spears, choppers, daggers and
swords have been unearthed from Brahmagiri, Maski, Pochampad, Nagarjunakonda,
Yelleswaram and Paddabankur, etc. The three vary interesting swords were excavated from
the megalithic site of Adichanallur in Tamilnadu. All the three swords have long, straight,
spoon-shaped blades which can be considered as prototypes of the Indian khands. The
ordinary hilts of the three swords exhibit the earliest form of pommel and quillons which
had yet 10 be developed. Some of the early Nair Temple swords seem to have been
developed out of these briginal prototypes.

In the Iron Age, copper lost much of its significance. However, the sparing use of copper
lingered on for some time, probably to economise iron which was still a newly discovered-
and rare commodity. This point has adequately been made clear by the discovery of
‘Pochampad Daggers’ where the copper and iron are used side by side'®. 'The iron swords
from Adichanallur are of different pattern; here the tang of the blade was inserted into the
handle which was a separate piece of wood. The swords, daggers, knives, lances, battle-axes,
javelins, spear-heads and axes were manufactured in whole of South India. the most
striking improvement till then was an improvised handle or hilt. The battle-axes, axes and
adzes were provided with cross-straps to hold the handle firmly. The spear-heads and
arrow-heads are invariably found with sockets to fit into a handle. The noteworthy change
in the technique of manfacture of these arms presents a clear-cut departure from the earlier
tradition where antennae hilt, formed an inseparable part of the blade.
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Kautilaya in his Arthaédstra describes the three main varieties of swords, namely nistrimia,
mandalagra and asiyashti. The nistriméa, which denoted the standard length of 30 inches, does
not seem to be represented at Amaravatt whereas mandaligra, a sword with round tipped
blade, and asiyashfz, having a straight tipped blade, are found there. The blades of the
swords depicted at Amardvati exhibit a good variety. The blades with rouded tips look like
that of a khindd. The leaf-shaped tapering blades at Amaravati may be taken to be pagfds.
The sheaths with fastening straps and covering the blades are hanging at the left side of
warriors. The hilts of swords have either a circular or square pommel. But the shields
represented at Amaravati are in no way circular. They are either star-shaped or oblong.

Thus the plastic art of early historic period of India would suggest that the kkandad and
patta are indigenous types of Indian swords. The straight, leaf-shaped blade of Indian pafta
was subsequently modified into a spoon-shaped blade during the lawer half of Ist millenium
B.C. The blades, either with forward or backward curves representing modern talwir, had
not yet come into vogue.

The sculptural depiction of arms and armour in early Buddhist art at Bharhut, Bodhgaya
and Sanchi invariably exhibit short swords with straight and rounded tip blades. However,
the first clear-cut departure from the earlier form of Indian sword is found in the
stone carving of Ajanta and Ellora caves which exhibit a flowing forward curve of the blade.
According to Rawson, these miniature swords, carved in the rock cut caves of Ajantd and
Ellora, can be taken to be the precursors of Rajput sosunpatta''. Similarly, the forward curve
in the middle of the blades of some of the swords depicted at Ellord can be considered to be
prototypes of South Indian flamboyant sword. The swords and daggers of the subsequent
periods, such as adya katti sword of Tamilnadu, saildbd of Hyderabad kukari, kord and dao of
north-eastern regions might aiso fall under this very category'.

A detailed description of indigenous arms and armour of early medieval era of North
Indian history can be had from the literary treatise Prithvirdju Rase which throws adequate
light on the cultural ethos of Rajpat period. The names of Indian weapons mentioned in
the aforesaid treatise seem to be of Indian origin as many of them cease to occur in the
subsequent works of Islamic period of Indian history.

It is interesting to note that the names of weapons, as mentioned in the Prithvirdje Rasa,
are different from those given in the Ain-i-Akbari which was composed by Abul Fazl during
the reign of Mughal emperor Akbar. The arms and armour mentioned in the Prithvirgja
Rasé are more Sanskritised to suggest their indigenous origin. It is commonly known that
the armies of carly Islamic rulers, including the Mughals, initially carried Turkish, Central
Asian and Persian types of arms and armour. The blades of early lslamic swords and
daggers are long and curved whereas the Hindu swords inttially did not carry curved
blades. A study of arms and armour mentioned in the Prithvirgja Rasd would provide the
names of traditional weapons used in India prior to the spread of Islam.

No doubt, some of the terms like silah, stlahddra and zirah-bakhtar (armour), etc., which are
of Persian origin, also occur side by side in the text, which may be accounted for an alien
influence that had infiltrated into Indian vocabulary by the time the Prithvirdja Rase was
composed'®. At the same time the Ayudha Shila menuoned in the Prithvirdja Rais
should be taken as indigenous term for Indian arsenal. Apart from the variety of swords
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described in the Prithviraja Rasé, the other weapons such as the sang, (long iron lance), gurt
(club). jamadhara (a type of dagger), nézi (spear), ankusha (goad), parashu (battle—a:fe), katar
(dagger), kunta (spear), hari-hatha (bagha-nakha of the subsequent period), chhuri (knife),
gupii (sword-stick) and dhal (shield), etc., are also mentioned which were comrponly vsed in
the Rajput army. The officer-in-charge of cavalry is called as sahani. The variety of swords
mentioned therein are the khadga, tégha, lohatti, vaddhali (sharp-edged sword), dodhdra
(double-edged sword), nirdast (sword with watered blade), aniyari (dented sword), patté and
the South Indian kafti.

It 15 worth noting here that the famous Persian sword shamshir with a long, backward-
curved blade, which was commonly used in all lslamic countries, is not mentioned in the
Prithviraja Raso. Further, the names of the swords such as the khadga, tégha, vaddhali, nirdasi
(watered sword), aniyari (dented sword), pattd, katti and the daggers like jamadhara
(yamadhara), hari-hatha@, meaning thereby the lion's-paw (baghanakha of the subsequent
period) and the gupti (sword-stick with a concealed blade) are indigenous names referring
thereby 1o the traditional arms of India.

1t is beyond our scope to discuss the date of the Prithavirgja Rasi. Some scholars like
Mihmood Shirani do not consider it 10 be the contemporaneous of Prithaviraja, the Rajpiat
ruler of the Chauhan dynasty, for the simple reason that the aforesaid work also mentions
firc-arms. These scholars still believe that the fire-arms in lndia were first introduced by
Babur, the founder of the Mughal dynasty in India. 'FThis theory 1s not tenable today in view
of the posiive evidences brought out by a number of new discoveries. For example, the well
known Persian manuscript Futuh-us-Salatan, which was written during Bahamani period in
the Deccan provides ample evidence for the use of fire-arms in Deccan, during the rule of
Bahamani dynasty. Further, the Devasano Padi Kalpasitra, a manuscript datable to late 15th
century AD. and now preserved in the Devasand Pado Bhandar, shows muskets in one of
its illustegtions'”. The presence of muskets (hand-guns) in one of the paintings of the
aloresaid treatise leaves no room for doubt that the fire-arms were known to India in the
I15th century A.D., if not earlier.

The text of the Prithaviraje Rasi does contain some technical terms which are of Persian
and Arabic origin but that should not pose much difficulty in accepting its historicity. In
fact. the Muslim scholars like Al-Beruni had already come to India which had resulted in
great interaction between the Hindu and Islamic cultures. The author of the Prithavirdja
Raso himself admits it. It is, therefore, natural to find some Persian and Arabic impact on
the language used in this treatise. Whatever might be the case, one thing is certain that the
Prithavirdja Rasé can not be ascribed o the Mughal period and the arms and armour
mentioned therein speak of the traditional Indian weapons which were in use with the
Rajpit armies right from the early historic period.

With the advent of Islamic rule in India, the arms and armour underwent a significant
change. The innovative zeal of the Islamic rulers, easy availability of the best quality of steel,
the artistic excellence of the native craftsmen and the lavish use of gold, the precious and
semi-precious stones for ornamentation opened a new era in the development of Indian
arms and armour. Besides, the various Islamic forces, coming from the north-westerly
countries viz., Arabia, Persia, Turkey and Central Asia, had brought their own weapons
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which were ultimately adopted in India. The fusion of the divergent cultures produced a
brilliant synthesis in the manufacture of Indian arms and armour wherein new Islamic
weapons were, for the first time, introduced on Indian soit and the traditional Hindu arms
were also adapted and beautified t0 suit new requirements. The Persian sword shamshir,
Arabian dagger jambid and the hunting knife quma, etc., are mentioned in the early Islamic
chronicles of the pre-Mughal era. The Muslim forces, which depended mainly on the
extensive use of cavalry in the battle-field, found the Hindu kkanda, patta,sosun-patta swords
fitting to their needs and the same were adopted with certain modifications.

The Mughal emperors, however, attracted the best artisans from Persta, Central Asia and
Turkey who designed the most effective and beaudiful arms with utmost perfection. The
great Mughal emperor, Akbar, made further innovations and improvements in his arsenals
by introducing fresh mechanism and devices to equip himself with the latest and more
effective arms. Whereas he relied more on the effectiveness of the Persian sword, shamshir,
he laid equal emphasis on the use of Indian khdnda. No doubt, the Persian shamshir is
mentioned on the top of the list of arms in the Ain-i-Akbari showing its popularity with the
Muslim nobility, the nexi item o the list s Hindu kkdndd, the traditional double-edged
sword of India. The Ain-i-Akburi describes khdsa and kotal swords which were regularly kept
in the harem for the use of the Emperor. The khdsa and kotal, however, do not appear to be
the names of swords, they represent their quality, meaning thereby the specially
manufaciured swords for the use of the Emperor. The other indigenous weapons which
tind place in the Ain-i-Akbari, and so also in the Prithvirdj Rase, an earlier treatise, are the
gupti, sanang, jamadhara, baghanakha (hari-hatha), gurz and chhuri (knife), ete. It would further
suggest the continuity of some of the early Hindu arms in the Mughal army.

The well known inanutacturing centres of arms and armour 1in Incha during the Mughal
period were Lahore, Gujarat, Patiala in Punjab; Kotab and Bundi in Rajasthan; Gwalior in
Central India and Aurangabad in the Deccan. Of course, certain regions had developed
their own novelties. For examptle, the dhandad made in Orissa was very popular. Pafia, with a
highly polished rapier blade and a gauntlet hilt, was in extensive use with the Maratha
cavalry. The broad and curved sword, téghd, was tavoured equally by the Rajpat, Muslim
and Maratha soldiers,

It Soutn India too, new changes seem 0 have occured in the pattern and designs of arms
during the Vijayanagar period. They can be seen in numerous sculptural and pictorial
representations. Several new varieties of swords, such as the one with parallel-edge and
deeply double-curved blade which terminates in a divided fishtail tp and the other which s
straight for two-third of its length and then curved in a sickle-like section with fishtail up,
are often met in the sculptural art of the Viragal figures in whole of South India. The hilts
of the Deccani arms of earlier period were beaten out of wrought iron.

Besides these ne'\{ forms, improvement in earlier weapons was also anempted to. For
example, the hilt of Indian sword was provided with a knuckle-guard in order to protect the
warrior’s hand as well as 1o strengthen the grip. Thus the so called “Hindu basket hilt” with
inner padding, which later on became the favourite hilt of the Maratha swords, was a legacy
of the-Vijayanagar period. ‘The other notable achievement of this period was 16 provide a
pair of seatings which run down the face of the blade to which it is riveted. Thirdly, the
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pommel of hilt was surmounted by a long forward-curved spike which was intended f(?r
grasping with the left hand and making a two-handed blow. The swo_rds with the aforesaid
characteristics can be seen in a painted Ramayana, now preserved in the State Museum,
Hyderabad and which can be dated to the Vijayanagar period.

With the Sultins of the Deccan too the sword in its multiple forms remained a favourite
weapon for the army. Every soldier was expected to attain mastery in the use of sword in
battlefield and for that purpose a regular training was deemed necessary right from the
childhood. Ferishta, who wrote his chronicles in the Deccan, speaks eloguently of the
training in sword-fencing which was known as yekung. This art was initially practiced with
the help of sticks and later with the sword itself. As Ferishta says, “the practice of yekung
(single stick) was introduced in the reign of Ahmed Nizam Shih. In yekung-bd:zi the sword or
stick alone is uzed. In doung-bazi a shield and a sword or two swords are wielded, one in
each hand. The Maratha excelled in this exercise. The Mahomodans of the Deccan were
very experts in the use of sword, and particularly in single combat (yekung). They generaily
practise on foot and do not use lance from the horseback hence they are inferior cavalry
and their skill is of no avail when acting in masses as infantry, though in private quarrels,
and street contentions, they fight like lions.”'”

The most celebrated sword of the Deccan was asil. As the very name suggests, the sword
was made of pure steel and hence it was very flexible and reliable. Jahangir in his Memoirs,
the Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, speaks very high of the South Indian sword asi which could be bent
and straightened again. Jahangir has rated the malleable quality of asil with the best swords
ol Yaman. The asil sword, according to Egerton, is a slightly curved sword of watered steel
with two grooves. The Maratha soldiers always carried a pair of swords; one of them hard
tempered, consequently briule and very sharp. called Siroht, the other more tough and less
sharp, named asil.'®

There were several important centres in whole of the Deccan which manufactured variety
of arms and armour to meet the needs of the regular and irregular troops of the native
princes. Besides, arms were imported from Persia and other European markets also.
Vizidnagaram was an important centre which lay under the sway of the Marathas. During
the eighteenth century, the smiths of Viziinagaram produced a large number of typical
south-easterly weapons which are available in different museums of the world. The two
main types of the Marithi weapons i.e., heavy téghdé with a broad blade and the Indo-
Muslim type of hilt and the pattd, with long cut and thrust blade mounted with the gauntlet
hilt, were manufactured mainly at Vizianagaram. Another form of sword, kirach, where the
blade is slightly curved forward towards the tip and mounted with the Hindu basket hilt was
also manufactured at Vizianagaram'?,

Hyder Ali and Tippoo established factories at Serirangapatanam, Mysore, where iron was
smelted for the manufacture of swords and fire weapons. However, unrestricted import of
the foreign arms from Persia and other Furopean countries continued. A great emphasis
was laid on the ornamentation of arms by the skilled craftsmen of Serirangapatanam.
Tippoo, however, attached more importance to fire-arms, some of which were produced in
his own capital. He named his factories the Tara Mandal which were set at four places viz.,
Serirangapatanam, Mysore, Chital Durg and Hyder Nagar'®. Buchanan, while passing
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through Mysore, noticed five forges near Serirangapatanam where steel was prepared,
prmcnpally for export. It was used for the manufacture of stone cutters, sword-blades and
strings of musical instruments'®. Thus, Serirangapatanam was the famous centre for the
large production of fire-arms as well as the swords. The place was equally famous for the
ornamentation of sword hilts and gun barrels.

The Asaf jahi rulers of Hyderabad, who rose into a:formidable force during the 18th
century in the Deccan, were equally alive to the pressing needs of their troops. The French
traveller, Tavernier, who passed through Hyderabad during the middle of the seventeenth
century, writes, “the soldiers do not wear hangers or scimitars like the Persians but broad
swords like the switzers, as well for a thrust, as a blow, which they hang in a girdle. The
barrels of their muskets are stronger than ours, and much neater, for their iron is better,
and not so subject to break. Their cavalry carry bows and arrows, a buckler, and a battle-
axe, a head-piece and a jacket of mail that hangs down from the head-piece over the
shoulder.”?

The hard temper and brittleness of Indian blades, which were made of’ faulad, also
necessitated the import of European sword blades. Besides, the Indian blades with a deep
backward curve and outer edge were suitable only for cutting but not thrusting. The
Furopean blades which were straight and double-edged could be used for both. De
Thevenot has described the Indian sword in the following manner, “Their swords are four
fingers broad, very thick, and by consequence heavy; they are crooked a little, and cut only
on the convex side........ The swords made by the Indians are very brittle; but the English
furnish them with good ones brought from England,”.

Abdul Aziz has quoted a number of letters, including that of Muqarrab Khan who was the
Governor of Cambay, which were placed with East India Company for the supply of
Alemaini swords. Thus the European blades were in great demand at the beginning of 17th
century A.D. The two British ﬁrms viz., ‘Roe’ and the ‘John Company Traders’ supplied
good blades to the native princes*' . Egerton has described Aifmam qword ‘shaped like the
old German Hussar Sabro’ thereby meaning the old German sword””

In the beginning of the nineteenth century, there existed a gnod deal of vanety of
patterns of arms in the Silladari Regiments of the Hyderabad State as every Barghir or
trooper was asked to provide his own sword. In order to remove this anomaly, a city
workshop Madrasa-i-Sande was established in Hyderabad to supply umtorm swords and
daggers for the four cavalry regiments of the regular troops of Nizam?®. The other notable
arm producing centres in the Nizim’s dominions were Gudwal, Wana JJal’tl Kolapur, Nirmal,
Lingampalli, Yelgandel, Warangal, Umirchinta and Aurangabad Jagadeopur in the
Khammam District was, however, more famous for its highly ﬁnlshed blades. The
Konasamudram steel, which was used in the manufacture of such blades, was much prized.

Sword, being the main fighting weapon, was produced in almost all the above centres.
Their values varied from five or six rupees to five lhousand rupees for each sword,
depending upon the quality, history and tradition of the blade®”. The two main types of
swords wiz.,, Sirohi and asil were manufactured at ]agdeopur Apart from the above
mentioned local manufacturing centres, the fine variety of blades of swords i.e., Persian,
Magribi or Taledo and the Alemin or German were regularly imported from abroad.



8 CATALOGUE OF EDGED ARMS AND ARMOUR IN SALARJUNG MUSEUM

Besides swords, a good variety of other arms were also manufactured in Hyderabad State.
For instance, the saildp, jambia, kaiar, peshkabja, bank, spear and ma@riz were made at
Hyderabad, Gudwal, Warangal, Wanaparti and other places. The best lance-heads, spear-
heads and hunting knives were produced by famous Bodh Raj of Aurangabad. There are
numerous such specimens bearing the seal of Bodh Raj of Aurangabad in all important arm
collections of the Deccan,,

The collection of arms and armour in the Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad, is probably
the largest and unique in the country on account of its rare quality and universal character.
The collection had acquired international fame even during 19th century A.D. Mrs. Burton,
who visited Hyderabad during the last quarter of 19th century, speaks eloquenty of the
armoury of Sir Salar Jung 1. The coliection 1oday comprises 1,236 arms datable from 14th
to 19th centuries A.D. 1t 1s not confined to India alone but it includes arms from countries
like England, Germany, Spain, ltaly, Turkey, Persia, China and Japan as well.

The collection of Indian arms and armour in this Museum, comprising specimens from
the northern and southern regions of the country, has a number of inscribed and historic
arms belonging to the rulers especially of the Mughal and the Qutb Shahi dynasties. The
Indian rulers whose names are inscribed on the swords and daggers are the Mughal
cmperors, Humayan (8/LVI-A teghd), Jahangir (seal of Naruddin 305/L.VI); Shah Jahan
(tabar 1IV/172): Aurangzéb (zafar takia Alamgir Padhsah Gazi, 304/X1L1X, khanda; 241/11V-
A 1111 H. and a jade handled dagger, patta); Bahadur Shah sword (306/XLIV), Muhammad
Shah Padshah Gazi (291/L1V-A) and the Qutb Shahi rulers, Abdulizh Qutb Shih along with
his monogram (303/XL.IX) and Sultan Abul Hasan Tana Shah. Besides the swords of Mir
Alam (55/1.1V-A shamshir 1200 A.H.); Mukhtar-ui-Mulk (280/L1V-A, 273/L1V), Raja Rao
Rambi Bahadur (aftabgiri 1256 A.H. 369/L.1V), who were the nobles of the Asaf Jahi court
of the ersiwhile Hyderabad State, are also included in the collection.

A good number of arms belonging o the European countries are in the collection. The
blades of the Indian swords were meant mainly for hatching and cuting. In view of the
hard temper and brittleness, 1ndian blades were found inferior to the European sword-
blades which were more flexible and could also be used for thrusting. Thus the European
blades, particularly the German blades, were in great demand in India at least from 1600
A.D. onwards. The two British firms, viz., ‘Roe’ and the ‘John Company Traders' supplied
good European blades to the native princes®.

Abdul Aziz has quoted a letter of Mugarrab Khin, the Governor of Cambay, to the East
India Company, ordering for the sup;’)ly of alemani blades or “crooked falchions with thick
backs and such as will not stand ben®””. It is thus evident that the Indian rulers were quite
cager to purchase European blades which were better suited for the use of cavalry.

Egerton in his Catalogue of Indian Arms and Armour has described one alemani sword
‘shaped like: the old Gérman Hussar Sabre’ used probably by Hyder's German cavalry.
Hawkins, an emissary of the East India Company, in the court of Jahangir, also mentions,
“Swords of Alemant blades with the hilts and scabbards set with diverse sorts of rich stones,
of the richest sort™". It would, thus appear that the native princes imported foreign sword-
blades from distant countries in a large quantity. There exist a good number of European
swords and sword-blades mounted with Indian hilts in the collection of the Salar Jung
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Museum. A sword with fine European blade, Solingen (57/LIV), is presently housed in the
collection. Another sword-blade (383/LIV), inscribed with the name of ‘Badham Pile and
Co. Limited, Rampard Row, Bombay’, 1s also available here.

The Persian swords and daggers in this collection are inscribed with the names of a
number of noted Persian swordsmiths. There are very few museums and private collections
in the world which have such a wide range of arms made by well known swordsiniths.
Among such masters Asad Allah Isfahini, the most prominent swordsmith of Persia, the
contemporary of Shah Abbas 1, is represented in almost all the major arms collection of the
world. The Salar Jung Museum possesses about a dozen swords inscribed with the name of
Asad Allah (149/L1V, 234/L1V, 274/L1V, 277/L1IV, 289/L1V, 279/L1V, 12%/LIV, 222/L1V,
226/L1V, 275/L1V, 224/L1V). There is, however, no similarity in the forms of swords and
even the writings on the blades, attributing them to be the bandiwork of Asad Allah and
dedicating them to the monarchs of the Safavid dynasty of Persia viz., Shah lsmiil, Shih
Abbas, Shah Safi and Shah Tahmasp, etc. The dates given in the inscriptions also vary. I
appears that the name of the master swordsmith Asad Allah was used by the subsequent
Persian cutlers even after his death to glority their pmducts

Abdullah Husaini, another Persian swordsmith, is also represented in the Salar Jung
Museum (282/LIV). The name of Ali Akbar is inscribed on the Turkish blade of a sword
satlaba (81/L1V). lle appears to be the contemporary of the Turkish ruler. Nasiruddin
Qajar. The date mentioned on the blade is 1290 H.

The name Muhammad Al-Misri, probably Egyptian by ongin, is also inscribed on one of
the swords in the Museum (40/1.1V). Besides, the name of Muhammad Hasan is also found
on the sword No. 286/LIV. The date mentioned therein is 1102 H. (equivalem to 1691 A.D.
wrongly deciphered by Mayor as 1274 H.) He seems o have worked for the Persian
monarch, Shah Abbas.

A very beautiful old shamshir is inscribed with the name of Hajji Sunghur (288/1.1V). He
seems to have worked during the last quarter of the 16th century. His swords are found in
many museums of the world. A sword (232/LIV) 15 inscribed with the name of Muhammad
Muqim Isfahani who was the son of Sadiq Isfahani, who worked during Shah Ismail’s reign.
The date mentioned therein is 1083 H. (equivalent to 1672 A.D.) A sword ﬂlgned under his
name is also found in the Mahiraja collection, of Jaipur. Another sword, signed by Ajam
Oghli (26/L1V), in the collection, has a parallel in the Benaki Museum, Athens.

There are two swords in the collection inscribed with the name of the famous Persian
swordsmith, Kalb Alt Isfahani (235/LIV and 237/[.1V). He seems to have worked for the
Persian rulers, Shah Abbas and Shah Safi. A sword (287/L1V) inscribed with the name of
Kalb Al is dedicated to Shah Safi. Another sword in the Salar Jung Museum (No. 255/1.1V)
is inscribed with the name of Kalb Ali Khurasini and the date mentioned is probably 1165
H. (?) His swords are found in various muscums and collections of the world, such as the
Victoria and Albert Museum, London, the Royal Armory, Stockholm, the Tower of
London, London, the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay, the Benaki Museum, Athens and
he Historisches Museum, Bern.

The two inscribed swords made by Kalb Ali and presently housed in the Tsarkoye Selo
Museum and the Wallace Collection, London, describe Kalb Ali 1sfahint, as the son of Asad
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Alzh Isfahini. Aliih Isfahani is said to have worked for Shah Abbas of Persia. However, in
one of the swords, preserved in the Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad (255/L1V), Kalb Ali is
mentioned as Khurasiani and not Isfahidni which would probably mean that the family, after
the death of Asad Allah, had moved to Khurasan. Gulam Isfahini is also represented in the
collection by a sword (No. 7I/LIV). A Sword (233/LIV) is inscribed with the name of
Muhammad Hasan. The name of (Ra) Jab Tusi, said to have worked for Shiah Vilayat
Hussain (Safi}, is also found on one of the swords (231/L1IV).

There is quma made by Muhammad Hadi. A jambid made by Hadi (151/LIV-A) is also
housed in the Salar Jung Museum. Another quma is inscribed with the name of Ali Akbar
who is mentioned as gamtarin meaning humble, Another inscription attributes a dagger,
jambid (112/LIV-A) to Ali Akbar, the humble one.

Bagir seems to have made a gumd, presently housed in the Salar Jung Museum. Another
qumd was made by Abdullah who is stated to be the son of Amar Hajji. It is dated 1290 A H.
A yataghan inlaid with gold was made by Abdullah in 1225 A H. (1810 A.D.) which is now in
the collection of the Museum of Islamic Art, Cairo. Another guma, inscribed with the name
of Muhammad, is also housed in the Salar Jung Museum. The two daggers (11/L1V and 88/
1.1V), dated 1003 A.H. are also preserved in the Salar Jung Museum. The names of Osman
Hussain and Baqir are inscribed on some of the daggers housed in this Museum.

A Turkish sword (31/LIII) records the name of the workshop, Karkhana-i-Sharfi Khan
Wali, Daghistan where it was manfactured in 1112 A.H.

The enormous variety and collection of arms and armour in the Salar jung Museum
demands an explanation as how and from where Salar Jung 111 could procure these
masterpieces. It may be recalled that the armies of the Mughals always carried their arms
and armour during their conquests of Deccan. In fact the first Asaf Jah Nizamul Mulk was a
general of the Mughals and when he took over the Subédiri of Deccan he brought a large
army to Hyderabad which had earlier served under the Mughals. The soldires of this army
had their own arms and armour and they continued to use the same even after they had
settled in Deccan. This is how the Mughal and the Rajpiit arms were introduced in the
Deccan on a permanent basis. Besides the army of the last Nizam, Osmin Al Khin,
included contingents from distant parts of the country such as the Rijpiit regiment, Sikh
regiment, Gurkha regiment, etc., which carried arms and armour of their respective
regions, The Nizam’s army also included the Siddis and other foreign troops which brought
their own arms and armour.

There are also a very large number of arms and armour belonging to Hyder Ali and
Tipoo Sultin in the collection which were brought to Hyderabad as a part of loot by Mir
Alam who had commanded the army of the Nizim in the baule of Serirangapatam. Mir
Alam did not have a son and his property was inherited by an ancestor of Mir Yousuf Ali
Khan, Salar Jung 111, who married two daughters of Mir Alam. This is how we find such an
amazing variety of South Indian arms and armour in the collection of the Salar Jung
Mudseum.

In the present day world of nuclear arms and computerised missiles the arms and armour
forming part of museum collections have no relevance as tools of destruction or as
equipment of armies. Yet these visual clues add a new dimension and meaning to history.
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They recreate the ethos of the bygone days. Besides, quite a few of them can be treated as
excellent works of art.

Dr. G.N.Pant, the author of this catalogue, is a recognised authority on Indian arms and
armour having several authentic publications to his credit. He has taken considerable pains
in the preparation of this catalogue and I am really thankful to him. I am confident that this
catalogue will fulfil a long felt need and provide useful information about the arms and
armour in the collection of the Salar Jung Museum.

REFERENCES

1. - Mackay, E.J.H., Further Excavations at Mohen-jo-daro, vol.1 (New Delhi, 1938), p. 467, pl. CXVII],

9,

Heine-Geldern,R, “The Coming of the Aryans and the End of the Harappa Civilization ", Man,

vol.LVI (1956}, pp. 136-40.

Lal,B.B., “Protohistoric Investigation”, Ancient India, No.9, p. 93.

Banerjee, N.R,, The Iron Age in India (New Delhi, 1965), p. 94.

dbid., p. 90,

Nigain, M.L, A Catalogue of Arms and Armour (Hyderabad, 1975), p. 3, pl. 1.

Rigueda, X, 79, 6.

Ibid, 1X, 96, 6.

Ihid, 1, 166, 10, 174, 4.

10. Nigam, M.L., op. ait. (1975), p. 3.

1f. Rawson, P.S., The Indian Sword (London, 1968).

12, Ibid

13. The author of the Prithvirdja Rdsé himself admits that he made use of all the six dialects
prevalent in North India at that time and so also the language spoken by the Muslims.

14. Khandalvala Karl . & Dr. Moti Chandra, New Documents of Indian Paintings - A Reappraisal,
(Bombay, 1969), p. 30.

15. Ferishta Mahomed Kasim (ed. John Briggs), History of the Rise of the Mohomedan Power in India
(London, 1829), vol. 111, pp. 207-8.

16. Egerton, Indian and Oriental Armour (London, 1896), p. 113,

17. Rawson, P.S., op. cil, p. 46.

18. Ibid., p. 121.

19. Buchanan, ¥, Journey Through Mysore (London, IB0O7), vol. 1L, p. 16.

20. Tavernier, |.B., Travels in India (trans. V. Ball), (London, 1889), vol. 1, p. 157.

21. Abdul Aziz, Arms and fewellery of the Indian Mughals (Lahore, 1947),pp. 13 w I8

22, Egerton, op. cit. (London, 1896}, p. 123.

23. Bilgrami, S.H. & Willmott, C. (compiled), Historical & Desenptive Sketch of s Hghness, The
Nizam's Dominions (Bombay,1883), vol. | p. 413.

24. Ibd., pp. 404-13.

25. Ibid., p. 405.

26. Abdul Aziz, op. cit (1947), pp. 13-18.

27. Ihid.

28. Abdul Aziz, op. cit, p. 525.

29. M.L.Nigam, Salar Jung Museum Biannual Research Journal (Hyderabad), vols. V1 and VII, pp. 61-
65.

Hh

OE O AW






CHAPTER 1

BOWS, ARROWS AND QUIVERS

ORIGIN

The origin of archery in India can be traced m the small and thin points which have
been discovered abundantly dunng the neolithic’ pen